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In 1973 tagging investigations started into the origin of thc

salmon stocks being exploitcd in the West Cork area (8°30'~ to

10olO'W) along the oouth coast of Iroland. Thc vessels tllied

varied from six metre open boats to tW'enty metre traVTlers, the

most popular craft being half deckers in the nine to ten metre

range. Fishing is carried on over the twenty four hours. Up to

1973 nets "lere 30 meshes daep, in that year nots of 60 to 90

meshes ..fere introduced and during the 1974 season most bo<::.ts 't....ere

fishing nets of 60 meshes deap. The length of net varied frcm

• 300 metres to 1.6 .km. Nets are shot at right angles to the coast

in roughly u north-south direetion, all vessels staying quite close

to land. Fishing is mainly concentrated off the headlands. l'!ost

fish were caught il1 the bottorn portion of the net during the hours

of daylight but at night or in rough weather about half the cateh

were caught in the top portion of the not.

From the 19th of June to the 11th of July 1973, 77 salmon l;8re
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tasged and re1eased in two areas. At Station 1 (5bn S.N. of

G1nndore Harbour 9°5' H, 51'. 35 0 N) 48 fish i'lOre tagged; at station

2 (3km. east of Crool{haven, 90 43'\/, 510 27 t N) 29 were tagged.

Ten returns were received or a recapture rate of 13%. Five fish

were recaptured in draft nets, three by rod and 1ine und two by

drift nets. The average number of days at 1iberty ,·ras 25 with

a ranße from 1 to 49 days. The distribution of recaptures is

ehown in Fig 1. Gf the 7 recaptures made of fieh tagged at

Station 1, 4 were caught in rivers to thc east, (three from the

Bandon River 64 km. und one from thc Lee (100 km). Ti"10 fish ,,;'rcrc

rccaptured west of the tagging area one from Bantry Bay (90 knl)

and the Kerry B1ackwater (136 km), the renaining fish was

recaptured one mile east of thc release area. From Station 2,

three recaptures .lere mude hlO from the i'lest, (Kerry B1acki-m:l:ier

1001nn) and from Cast1cmaEIDharbour (176 km) thc remaining

recapture was caught 93 lau to the cast in the estuary of the

Bandon Hiver. Thc mean 1ength of tagged fieh was 66.0 cm and the

average vleight was 3.50 kg. Results of thc 1973 programme were

disappointing in that only 77 fish VTere tagged; this was due to

• the main run of fish being ear1icr thon anticipated.

In 1974, 370 fish were tagged and rc10ased at three tagging

stations from the 12th to the 25th June as fo1lm'lS:-

station

1

2

3

Position

5kra east of Galley Hend
(8°54' 'il, 510 021J)

South of Brow Head
(9045'W, 51027'N)

South of Doonbeg Hoad
(9053'W, 51036 t N)

Number taf.l;gcd

131

91

148

All fish were caught on thc aastern side of the net indicating
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&~ east to west movement at the three tagging stations. The

distribution of recaptures is shown in Fig 2. Up to the 9th

of August 43 recaptures were made, a recovery rate of 11 ..6,L

Twenty two fish wsre recaptured in draft nets, 17 in drift nete

and 2 by rod and line; the method of recapture of 2 fisb. is not

•

known. The mecUl munber of days at liberty was 17, \i'lith a ral10 e

of 1 to 37. The percentage frequency distribution of the various

length groups of tageed fish is shown in Fig 3. The 2ean length

was 63.7 cm and the average weight 3.0 kg which is lower than the

1973 figure of 3.5 kg, which is similar to mean weight landings

for the two years in question. The bulk of the fish tagged viere

therefore, grilse.

Although there was a strong directional trend from east to west

27.5% of the fish were recaptured east of the t~gging area's.

From station 1 the most easterly of the tagging stations 14 fish

~"ere recaptu ed, emd exclud ill..g the recapture from Ayr in Scotland,

7 were recaptlITed from the west and 6 from the east.

From Station 2, 12 of the 15 recaptures were made to the west,

the remE::.ining 3 WerG caught to the east. It is interestinc: th~J.t

• 6 of these recaptures ,"'lere from the North r.1ayo ~nd Donegal coast.

There were 14 recaptures of fish tagged at Station 3, 10 west of

the Station and 2 to the east, the remaining hlO fish were caught

10cal1y. Seven of the i'Testern recaptu.res i'lere made in the

adjoining inlet Kenmare Bay, by draft nets in the estuaries of the

Kerry B1aclnvater and River Roughty. Loca1 recaptures from

Kenmare Bay to the Bandon River numbered 17 out of a total of 43.

A further 6 i-J'ere recaptured from the Shannon estuary approxi..nately

270 km to the west; which explains to some extent the relatively

large nmnber of fin clips in the catches made by drift nets in the
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vicinity of these tagging stations. Hatchery reared smolts from

the Electricity Supply Boards rearing stations on the lmfer

Shannon and the River Loe are "fin clipped before release, their

presence in the fishery is an indication of the eontribution
.

1nade by these rearine stations to the fishery. Recaptures from

Galway, the north Mayo and Donegal coasts as well aS from Ayr in

Seotlnnd show that thc fishery is not wholely dependent on fish

originating from loeal rivers. Further evidenee of this is the

oecurance of two salmon bearing Scottish smolt tags caught in

the fishery this year •
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?ig. 1 Sketch nap of the south west of Ireland sh'J·:;ir.[ :!lover.1cnts of
tae:~e:l 3almon in 1973. .
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Fig. 2 Sketch ~ap of Ireland with insert of Scotland showing movements
oftagged salmon in 1974
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Fig 3 l,"l1rt h frequencies of370 tC:Cge:' saloon south C02.st 1974.
t~,>an length 63.7 eID. S.D. 2.9



Additional recaptures a~ter preparation of paper

No. C.H. 1974/H: 1~-

. Tagging Stati0n Date of Area recapturcd Date of Distance Number cf
release recapture travelJ.ed days at liberty

1 18/6/74- ~stuaFJ of the River June 62 km
Blackwater

25/6/74- Estuary of the River June 62 1m
BlackHater

20/6/74- Wc.terville Lake 16/8/74- 11.4- b 57

2 14/6/74- River Ribble 28/8/74- 625 km 75
Lancashire, Ensland

14-/6/71.. Bushnills River 5/7/74- 64-7 km 21
Northern Ireland

3 14/6/74- Bantry Bay 24/7/74- Local reca.pture 36

. . . .


